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The Progress of Multi — Party Politics in Post —1990 and
Party Modernization: Also on Implications of Party
Politics for National Governance in

Sub - Saharan Africa

Wang Xuejun

Abstract; Since the early 1990s, the development of African party politics has
experienced two stages, including the revival of multi — party system and its
localization. Up to now, the landscape of party system with “ African uniqueness” ,
which is both identical and diversified, has emerged on Sub — Saharan Africa.
Despite many shortcomings and problems existed in African party system, it is
undeniable that main political parties in the continent are in the process of
modernization during the past 30 years, which are also leading the process of
economic and social development in Africa. On the one hand, the new progress of
African parties and party systems have contributed to improvement of African
governance on the whole, whose role is manifested in creating political stability,
promoting the improvement of development policy environment and adhering to the
policy orientation of autonomous development. On the other hand, the different
development modes of African political parties and political party systems and the
differences in specific governance approach have produced different governance
consequence. The strategy of legitimizing political parties and the level of
institutionalization of political parties are two important dimensions that contribute to
the differences in African governance. The former shapes the motive and will of the
ruling party, while the latter mainly affects the governing capability of the political
party. African experiences in party politics and national governance have important
policy implications. Only placing the aspiration of ruling power on the base of the
broad interests and economic development in a country while promoting party
institutionalization can the ruling party play a leading role in achieving better national
governance.

Key words: African politics; party politics; multi — party system; party

institutionalization ; party modernization; national governance
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