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Hassan Hanafi’ s Thought of “Doing before Knowing”

Xiao Ling

Abstract: The relation between “knowing” and “doing” or “knowledge” and
“practice” is an issue that highly concerns the Arabic contemporary cultural and in-
tellectual circles, and Hassan Hanafi as one of the most influential thinkers of the
Arabic ~ Islamic contemporary cultural circles, has launched in - depth thinking and
research on the issue, who advocates “doing before knowing” and excavates the
deep origins of that in the Arabic - Islamic culture. By that he’ s tried to promote the
pragmatic spirit which values “doing” and “practice” but puts an end to trash talk,
so as to push the study of the Arabic — Islamic culture as a whole to achieve the
transformation from the theology to the humanity, and help the coordination between
the tradition and the modemization in Arabic - Islamic culture and its development as
well.

Key Words: Arab Culture; Hassan Hanafi; “Doing before knowing”

(REHSE: B0 FERM: F#9)



