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The External Intervention and the Somali — Ethiopian

Boundary Dispute

Guan Peifeng

Abstract; Somali was stuck in the boundary dispute with Ethiopia since its
independence. Though the two countries’ domestic politics and their consideration on
economic interests were certain stimulus to the outbreak of war, the scourge of the
boundary dispute were European imperial countries’ scrambling for sphere of
influence in the Horn of Africa and the prevailing of the Greater Somalia Idea
instigated by some European countries. The Cold War between the Soviet Union and
the United States in East Africa facilitated the boundary dispute developing into a
long — lasting full scale war. The different actions of the intraregional organization and
the extraterritorial powers in the two boundary wars resulted in different outcomes,
which demonstrated that the external intervention with ulterior motives in the
boundary dispute might deteriorate the situation, and finally make the disputed
countries fall victim to the power’ s interests.

Key Words: Boundary Dispute; Somali; Ethiopia; the Greater Somalia

Idea; OAU; The External Intervention
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