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Why Did U. S. - Saudi Relations in the Obama Era
Go Further and Further Away?

Ma Xiaolin

Abstract: The Obama era in America is coming to an end soon. During his
administration, the United States has been operating a contracted strategy in the
Middle East. The strategy has resulted in political turmoil and social reorganization
in the area, and a gradually alienated and periodically icy relationship with
America’ s traditional ally — Saudi Arabia. The main reasons are: first, Washington
has repeatedly upset Riyadh in a series of geopolitical crisis, including the Middle
East upheaval, Iran’s nuclear crisis, Syrian civil war, new energy revolution and
the 9/11 bill. Second, the United States has been adjusting its Middle Eastern
strategy, and Saudi Arabia’s pursuit of regional dominance has conflicted with
America’s interest, which led to Saudi’s declining strategic prominence and
increasing isolation in the region. Additionally, long — term constructional issues,
like economy activities, military cooperation and ideologies, have also contributed
to the two countries’ spiraling — down relationship. Given the strategic interests
shared by Saudi Arabia and the U.S., even though their relationship won "t
subversively deteriorate in post — Obama era, the expectation of restoring it to the
solitary and stable honeymoon period in the past 70 years won’ t be fully fulfilled.

Key Words: US-Saudi Arabia Relations; American  diplomacy;

“Obamanism” ; Iran; Anti — terrorism; Energy
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