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Afghanistan and “The Belt and Road” : A Choice
in Regional Multiple Competition

Huang Minxing & Chen Likuan

Abstract; Afghanistan was a center in ancient Silk Road, and is very
important to China’s “The Belt and Road” (B&R) construction. Meanwhile, it is
a stage for intense international competition. The US’ s New Silk Road project,
taking Afghanistan as its center, plans to set up a channel of energy and
transportation from Central Asia to South Asia and oil and gas pipelines from Central
Asia to Caucasia and Turkey. However, the South Asia programs of the four states
are difficult to be realized because of the turbulence in Afghanistan and the
contradictions among the countries along the planned pipelines. For the rapid
development of reconstruction, Afghanistan supports with all its strength China’ s
B&R initiative. Compared with the plans of both the US and Japan, China’s B&R
initiative persists the principle of joint construction through consultation to meet the
interests of all, and China tries her best to cooperate with other countries in their
development strategies, focusing especially on mutual beneficial cooperation in
resource development, investment, construction contracts and other areas between
Afghanistan and China. But there are also difficulties for China’ s B&R initiative in
Afghanistan as follows; local security problem; Afghanistan’ s relations with her
neighbors, and the cooperation with other countries in their development strategies ;
trade channel between China and Afghanistan; the fluctuation of Sino — Afghan trade
and Afghan trade deficit; poor performance of Afghan economy and commercial
environment.

Key Words: Afghanistan; “The Belt and Road”; US’s “New Silk Road

Project” ; Multiple Competition; International Cooperation
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