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How to Understand the Changes in Connotations and
Conditions of China’ s Important Strategic
Opportunity Period?

—— From the Perspective of Middle East studies
Li Weijian

Abstract; China’ s judgment on strategic opportunity period is based on the
assessment of overall development both internationally and domestically. However, it
is no doubt that changes in international situation and global environment have more
significant effects on development of China in turn. The “Middle East factor” was
once among the most important variables that can influence the international situa-
tion, and also among the main basis for our prediction of sirategic opportunity
period. Currently, China is still in the important strategic opportunity period, in
which the development of China is promising. Meanwhile, it is also worth noting that
connotations and conditions of strategic opportunities do not remain the same, as
great changes have taken place in international situations, as well as in internal and
external environment China is facing. This article holds that the external environment
of the strategic opportunity period in the past decade was conducive to China’ s de-
velopment, but now it’ s our turn to take the initiative to shape the international en-
vironment by making good use of our strength, so as to build and maintain a strategic
opportunity period that benefits China’ s development. China’ s Middle East diplo-
macy should also expend new thoughts from this perspective.

Key Words; Chinese Foreign Relations; New Thoughts in Diplomacy; Strategic
Opportunity Period; Middle East Factor
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