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The Iran Nuclear Issue and American Policy :

Historical Evolution and Lessons Learned

Fan Jishe

Abstract; The United States has been the indispensable stakeholder of Iranian
civilian nuclear program from the very beginning till now. The United States provided Iran
its research reactor and fuel for that reactor — weapon — grade enriched uranium. Around
the end of Cold War, the United States was very concerned about the risk that Iran
might divert its civilian nuclear program to military purpose. It is until late 2002 when
the proliferation concern from Iran became the focal topic for the international
community. The negotiations over Iran nuclear program lasted for more than one
decade, with the EU 3’ s negotiation with Iran as the first phase, and P5 +1’s
negotiation with Iran as the second one. After numerous talks, endless diplomatic
engagements, all parties concerned finally reached the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA or Iran Nuclear Deal) in July 2015. The key to the success of the
negotiation lies in that the United States balanced Iran’ s right of peaceful use of
nuclear energy and its nonproliferation obligation, imposed economic and financial
sanctions against Iran to promote negotiation, coordinated and cooperated with other
major powers, seized the opportunity and adopted appropriate negotiation
strategies. The Iran nuclear proliferation challenge was temporarily solved by this
deal. However, when Donald Trump took office and the United States chose to
withdraw from this multilateral agreement, the Iranian nuclear issue once again
entered a period of great uncertainty.

Key Words; American Foreign Policy; Iran Nuclear Deal ; Nuclear Proliferation ;

Trump Administration
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