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Political Lobbying and Public Relations: The Impact of
Kurdish Immigrants on EU’ s Kurdish Policy — making

Tang Zhichao

Abstract: Europe has the largest Kurdish immigrates outside Kurdistan. In
recent years, there have been some notable changes in the EU’ s Kurdish policy,
largely thanks to lobbying and public relations by Kurdish immigrant groups in
Europe. the turmoil in the Middle East and the outbreak of the Syrian war, especially
the rise of “ISIS”, helped to change the attitude and policy of the EU towards the
Kurds under the active lobbying of the Kurdish immigration organizations: the
general increase of sympathy for the kurds in the FEuropean Union society;
Expanding direct contacts and contacts with the kurds; Increased support for the
kurds, especially military; Elevating the kurds to a position of importance as
partners and Allies; Dare to confront Turkey over Kurdish issues. While there has
been no fundamental shift in EU policy towards the kurds and the EU remains
opposed to an independent Kurdish state, the growing influence of Kurdish migration
in European society is indisputable. Despite some progress, there has been no
fundamental change in EU policy. The Kurdish lobby has many weaknesses to
overcome.

Key Words: Kurdish Immigrates; EU; Kurdish Policy; Political Lobbying;

Public Relations

TEHmE: EHH FERA: #a)

- 08 -



