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Egypt’ s Africa Policy since the Presidency of Sisi

Hao Shiyu & Duan Jiuzhou

Abstract; As a traditional power in the Middle East and Africa, Egypt is
transforming its policy on Africa, from previous detachment to embracing the African
affairs. This paper contends that the main drivers of the policy change are economic
difficulties, security threats and decline of regional power statues. Therefore, the
priorities of current Egyptian policy on Africa include participating in counter —
terrorism in Africa, promoting African economic integration, maintaining high —
level political interaction with African countries and defending overall interests of
Africa on the international stage. Essentially, Egypt’s African policy is designed to
serve its national security and political, economic reform agenda. While Egypt has
achieved significant results from its Africa policy during Sisi era, it still faces many
challenges when dealing with African affairs, such as obsolete diplomatic doctrine,
insufficient research on Africa and stagnated policy mechanism. Looking ahead into
future, Egypt will maintain its traditional political connection with African countries,
and keep its advantageous military position in African security affairs as well as
deepening its relations with African countries through economic cooperation.
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