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China - Middle East Digital Belt and Road: Foundations,
Challenges and Suggestions

Jiang Zhida & Wang Rui

Abstract: Digital Belt and Road is the combination of digital economy and the
Belt and Road Initiative. The joint building of the Digital Belt and Road between
China and the Middle Eastern countries is an innovative measure in further promoting
the Belt and Road construction in the Middle Eastern region, it is also an important
boost for the building of a community of shared future for China and the Arab
countries. The vigilant development of the digital economy, the importance attached
to the digital economy by both sides, China’s capability of digital development and
the sound relationship between the two sides have provided them with great
cooperation potential and broad development space. However, the two sides also face
some realistic challenges such as urgent need to optimize the business environment,
the geopolitical conflict and security dilemma, the deliberate destruction and
stigmatization by the United States and the West, the deteriorated cybersecurity
threats in the Middle East, the great disparity in the development of digital economy
in the region, and the shortage of digital talent training and supply. The two sides
can accelerate the building of the Digital Belt and Road by strengthening policy
communication and coordination, helping to resolve geopolitical conflicts, dealing
with the destruction by the United States, strengthening cooperation in cybersecurity
and digital governance, and working together to narrow the digital divide and speed
up cultivation and training of digital talents.

Key words: The Belt and Road; digital economy in the Middle East; digital

infrastructure ; E — commerce; mobile payment
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