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The Evolution and Characteristics of the Relations

between Brazil and Africa

Xu Guoging

Abstract: Brazil has established contact with Africa since early times. From the
16th century to the late 20th century, Brazil’s attitude towards Africa hovered be-
tween attention and estrangement. Since Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva came into power in
2003, Brazil, to value equal rights of people of African descent, expand the space
for economic development, and pursue independent diplomacy, has attached more
importance to its relations with Africa. Brazil has not only consolidated the political ,
economic and cultural ties with Africa, but also has enlarged its international pres-
ence. The long — term evolution of relations between Brazil and Africa mainly reflects
three main features; the international system, domestic economic and social condi-
tions, and other factors affect Brazil’ s relations with Africa; Portuguese — speaking
African countries occupy an important position in Brazil’ s policy towards Africa;
Brazil has advantageous areas of cooperation with Africa.

Key Words; South — South Cooperation; Relations between Brazil and Africa;
Lula; Dilma Rousseff
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