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Demographic Dividend and Policy Orientation in
Sub - Saharan Africa

Liang Yijian & Wang Jin

Abstract; After WWIIL, the world population distribution had been experiencing
structural changes. Many countries have entered or gradually enter the aged tendency
of population. Sub — Saharan Africa will be the main area for population growth in the
21st century, and its demographic dividend has a great potential. However, Sub —
Saharan Africa lagged behind the rest of the world in entering the demographic window
because of its slow decline in fertility and slow demographic transition. According to
the analysis of this article, Sub — Saharan Africa will enter the demographic window of
opportunity around 2065, which will continue until 2100. It is the last region with
demographic window in the world, and also one of the regions with the most working
—age population in the window period. However, the full realization of the Sub —
Saharan African demographic dividend faces many constraints and challenges. Sub —
Saharan African countries should deal with population issues as a government priority
to prevent the demographic dividend from becoming a demographic debt, and to avoid
falling into the difficult situation of population explosion, massive unemployment
among youth, instability of the country, deterioration of the ecological environment
and an aging society before getting rich.

Key Words; Demographic Issue; Demographic Transition; Demographic
Dividend; Sub - Saharan Africa
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