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The Fourth Industrial Revolution and China’ s Science

and Technology Diplomacy to Arab Countries

Sun Degang & Wu Tongyu

Abstract: The revolution in science and technology is the impetus for human
progress, which fosters productivity, shapes national identity, and transforms
international pattern. In the 21st century, the outbreak of the fourth industrial
revolution, represented by the 5G and the Internet of Things, has transformed
Chinese identity from a bystander and a follower to a pioneer. The Arab world is one
of the key regions for China to carry out scientific and technological cooperation with
“new infrastructure” as the major tasks. The two sides have moved forward from
energy partners (the first stage) , trade and investment partners (the second stage)
to high — tech partners ( the third stage), which has consolidated the old cooperation
forms, and has expanded the new domains, promoting the in — depth cooperation
between China and Arab countries in the high — tech field. China — Arab scientific
and technological cooperation aims at the modernization of national governance and
drives the connotative development through scientific and technological innovation,
and both sides are cautious towards Western “scientific and technological Monroe
Doctrine”. In the fourth industrial revolution, China and Arab countries have laid
out road maps, promoted the docking of science and technology strategies in global
industrial chain and value chain reconstructions, and have enhanced the evolution of
national governance modernization from a Western model to multiple models.

Key words: China’s diplomacy; science and technology diplomacy; the

fourth industrial revolution; the Arab world; scientific and technological cooperation
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