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Changes in Middle East Geopolitics and Long — term
Strategy of China — Arab Countries’ Economic
and Trade Cooperation

Wang Jian

Abstract; In 2013, the Middle East geopolitics changed hugely in the wake of
U. S. implementing strategic contraction in this region, and rift starts in relationship
between U. S. and its allies. The Middle East couniries try to seek diplomatic
diversity. The powers, such as Russia and France, obtain the space to expand
influence. Sectarian conflicts between Sunni and Shia are becoming more and more
acute. Extremist religious forces and terrorism run rampart. Political upheaval in the
Middle East will be long. Arms race and nuclear arms race will be the serious threat
in the Middle East. Changes in geopolitics in the Middle East will have significant
impact on economic cooperation between China and Arab countries. On the one
hand, it will expand China’ s strategic space in the Arab world, and give China an
opportunity to expand economic and trade cooperation with Arab countries; on the
other hand, China will face more intense competition and more severe risks in the
region. China should develop long — term strategy in the Middle East, and make
rational distribution in determining strategic anchor countries. It is very important for
China to define key areas of cooperation according to different levels of economic
development in Arab countries, as well as to China’s economic needs and
advantages.

Key Words: Geopolitics; China — Arab Couniries’ Economic and Trade
Cooperation; Middle East; U. S. ; Long — term Strategy
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