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Palestinian Oral History, Collective Memory

and National Identity

Deng Yanping

Abstract: 1948 was an important watershed in the modern history of Israel and
Palestine. The Jews established the State of Israel in the Palestinian area, and the
Palestinians missed the opportunity to establish the country. Under the guidance of
Zionist ideology, Israeli traditional mainstream historian used a large amount of
official archives to build a narrative centered on the “Jewish homeland”. For a long
time, due to the lack of support from state institutions and the absence of archives,
the experience of the Palestine refugees in the first Middle East war and the history of
exile remained silent in the international community. In order to fight for national
rights, intellectuals represented by Walid Khalidi, Rosemary Sayigh, and Nur
Masalha reconstructed national narratives with village memory, disaster memory and
return memory as the basic content by collecting refugee testimony from refugee
camps in Lebanon and other places. Its outstanding features are the participation of
ordinary people such as farmers, women, Bedouins, and some Jews in the writing
of Palestinian national history. The oral historical narrative strengthens the refugees’
sense of identification with the Palestinian territorial, cultural and political goals,
shapes the common national consciousness, maintains the Palestinian national
identity and promotes the construction of a nation — state.

Key words: Palestinian; oral history; collective memory; village memory;

catastrophe Memory; return memory; national identity
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