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1999, p.55.
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The Holocaust Memory and the Ideology in Israel
Zhong Zhiqing

Abstract; Since the end of the World War Two, the Holocaust memory has
been playing a key role in the ideology of the State of Israel. In the early statehood in
the 1950s, Israel continued to carry on the Zionist idea of “ negation of the
Diaspora”, and attempted to break up the linkage between the newly — established
Jewish state and the European Jewry. Emphasis in the national memory was on the
very few cases of the resistance in Europe during the war, which were regarded as
heroism; but not the survival of the ordinary Jews. The Eichmann Trial in 1961
showed the whole horror of the Holocaust to the Israeli public, who started to
embrace the Holocaust as an inseparable part of Israeli history. Gradually, all the
types of resistance were perceived as “heroism” . Since the 1980s, it is an apparent
fact that the Holocaust memory has become more multiple owing to the fact of
national interests: one hand, in the system of the national ideology, more effective
measures were adopted in Holocaust education, and Holocaust memory is more and
more systematic and ritualized; on the other hand, the Holocaust memory is abused
in Israel, and the nationalized memory of the Holocaust becomes more privatized,
thereby giving prominence to the criticism of Post — Zionist ideology to Zionist’ s. The
roots of these phenomena lie in politicization and instrumentalization of Holocaust
memory under the influence of the Israel government.

Key Words: Holocaust Memory; The Ideology of Israel; National Memory;
The Eichmann Trial; Private Memory
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