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From Balancing to Integrating: Biden Administration’s Strategy
towards Asia — Pacific and the Middle East

Jin Liangxiang

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21st century, the US Presidents Barack
Obama and Donald Trump have tried to reduce strategic resources in the Middle East
so as to increase strategic resources in Asia — Pacific. Despite their endeavors, the
balancing strategy has not been meaningfully implemented, and the Middle East has
remained costly on US strategic resources. The reasons lie in that the US regards the
Middle East as a crucial part of its global strategy to maintain hegemony, and the US
domestic politics is profoundly affected by Middle East problems. Political lobbying of
pro — Israel groups always serves as a reason why the US is deeply involved in the
Middle East; the massive coverage of US media on Middle East hot spots is always
testing “the moral sense” of US decision — makers. Biden Administration will, on one
hand, hopefully continue to keep a balance between Asia — Pacific and the Middle East
but with changes. Biden Administration will invest more hard resources in Asia — Pacific
while maintaining its strategic presence in the Middle East through diplomatic means and
economic assistance. On the other hand, Biden Administration will integrate its
Asia — Pacific and Middle East strategies so as to better contain China. The US has
realized that it is very difficult to substantiate its strategy to withdraw from the Middle
East judging by the special status of the Middle East in its global strategy and
domestic politics. And the US strategic community is also aware that different
geographic areas should not be dealt with separately but by integrated approach.

Key words: US global strategy; Asia —Pacific; the Middle East; Biden

administration ; strategy integration
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