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The New Settlement Pattern of the African
Boundary and Territorial Disputes

——The Case of the Bakassi Peninsula Dispute and Iis Settlement

Guan Peifeng

Abstract; From a large number of African countries’ independence in the
1960s, boundary and territorial disputes is an important problem that influences Afri-
can peace, stability and development. In the past over half a century, the African
continent practiced three patterns that are war, diplomatic negotiation and ruling of
the International Court of Justice for the boundary and territorial disputes settle-
ment. Because of historical and practical factors, the dispute between Nigeria and
Cameroon over the Bakassi Peninsula lasted for several decades. The adjudication of
the ICJ over the Bakassi Peninsula and the UN Secretary General’ s vigorous mediate
facilitated the execution of the ICJ’ s ruling. The peaceful settlement of the Bakassi
Peninsula Dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon indicated that adjudication of the
ICJ accompanied by diplomatic mediate is another new peaceful solving pattern for
the African boundary and territorial disputes.

Key Words: African International Relations; Boundary and Territorial Dis-

putes; Bakassi Peninsula; International Court of Justice
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