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On the Military’ s Role in Upheaval and the
Political Transformation in Egypt

Zhu Quangang & Wang Lincong

Abstract; The Egyptian military plays an important role in the political
development process for a long time. The development of the Egyptian military shows
the unique corporateness characteristics; autonomous decision — making capacity,
special group interest, and group consciousness, which determines the decision —
making and behavior tendencies of the Egyptian military in the political and social
transformation. After the turmoil in the Middle East, Egypt faces secular — religious
confrontation and civil — military contradiction, however, the military still dominates
the political transition process in Egypt directly or indirectly. Iis role is twofold; on
the one hand, the military is the most important force in maintaining social stability
in Egypt, it plays a role in preventing social fragmentation, ensuring social order and
ending political chaos; on the other, as a special interest group, it acts for
maintaining the privileged position of the military. In the long term, it could impede
the process of democratization, and even undermine the quality of democratic
development in Egypt.

Key Words: Egypt; Military; Corporateness; Transformation
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