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Britain’s “Divide and Rule” Policy in the Middle East

and Its Consequences

Tian Wenlin

Abstract: “Divide and rule” is a very ancient ruling policy, which was
“carried forward” by Western colonialists in modern times. From the 19th century to
the early 20th century, as the largest external force shaping the pattern of the Middle
East, the British colonial rule in the Middle East mainly adopted the policy of
“divide and rule”. This colonial legacy has had multiple negative effects on the
Middle East. Specifically, it is mainly reflected in three aspects. First of all, Britain
supported the Arab uprising for splitting the Ottoman Empire. As a result, the lack
of “core countries” in the Middle East led to the chaos of the region. Secondly,
Britain created disputes among countries in the Middle FEast, and created
contradictions within countries, which led to many conflicts between countries in the
Middle East, and many difficulties in the governance of the Middle East
countries. Thirdly, Britain supported the establishment of the Jewish state in the
Middle East, which has laid the foundation for the “century conflict” between Arabs
and Israelis, and Israel is increasingly threatening the Arab world. After the Second
World War, the United States replaced Britain as the new hegemony. From the
perspective of maintaining its hegemonic rule, the U.S. continued to pursue the
policy of “divide and rule” in the Middle East, thus making the Middle East in
turmoil to this day.
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