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“The Compact with Africa” and the Transformation of

Germany’ s African Policy

Zhang Haibing

Abstract: “Compact with Africa” came as a significant manifestation of
Germany’ s breaking up with its past long —term policy tradition of the combination of
double goals of value and interest as well as the usual practice of putting African
cooperation under the framework of the trans — Atlantic partnership and EU
guidance. Instead, Germany now puts more weight in the interest — guided policies
and works on enhancing Germany’s influence in global development governance.

’

“Compact with Africa” and the Marshall Plan with Africa constitute the new
framework for Germany’s African Policy, which has shown Germany’s role as a more
internationalized and proactive leader and contributor in international development
cooperation. The driving force that pushes the transformation of Germany’s Africa
policy is from the geopolitical and economic multiple factors, especially the pressure
of the refugee crisis. However, Germany through the “ Compact with Africa” to
enhance its policy influence still faces multiple challenges of institutional deficiency,
funding gap, and lack of American support, which has led to its limited role in
enhancing the influence of Germany’s African policy and granted it with more political
meaning rather than practical economic benefits. China can learn from German
experience to help internationalize China’s development governance plan, and further
mobilize more private and social forces to participate in the cooperation with Africa. At
the same time, China should also be alert to the regulation effect of “Compact with
Africa” on Chinese investment in Africa from the multilateral level.
)

Key Words: Germany’s African Policy; G20; “Compact with Africa”;

International Development Cooperation; “Marshall Plan with Africa”
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