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Overlapping Membership in the African Regional Economic

Communities and the Resolution Path

Zhu Weidong & Wang Ting

Abstract: As the pillar of the realization of the African Economic Community,
African regional economic communities play an important role in the process of
African integration, but many regional economic communities in Africa lack effective
coordination and integration, and the overlapping membership status may easily lead
to the institutional overlap and conflicts. However, this important issue has been
ignored for a long time. The phenomenon of the overlapping membership plays a
positive role in the development of economic integration for some member states, but
more attention should be paid to its negative effects. The negative influence is
particularly prominent in hindering regional economic integration, especially
bringing about many problems such as jurisdictional conflicts, overlapping
obligations and conflicts in the application of laws. At present, it is very urgent for
African countries to explore the ways to overcome the overlapping membership. To
avoid the adverse effects of overlapping membership, the author suggests that one —
country — one — membership system should be adopted; legal reform should be
carried out in African countries; the supremacy of community laws should be
clarified in the domestic laws of members states, so as to avoid exacerbating conflicts
in the application of laws.

Key Words; African Economic Integration; AfCFTA; Regional Economic

Communities; Overlapping Membership; Jurisdiction; Application of Laws
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