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Prospects of the Middle East Policy of the UK and EU

in the Context of Brexit

Li Jingkun

Abstract: More than half of the voters chose to support the UK’ s exit from the
EU in the referendum held in the UK in June 2016. The UK and the EU formally
launched negotiations on 19 June 2017. Brexit will not only bring about far — reaching
influences to the domestic situations of the UK and the EU, but to their policies
towards the outside world. The Middle East is occupying an important position in the
foreign policies of both the EU and the UK. In the future, the two parties will
endeavor to maintain and expand their influences in the Middle East. Despite the fact
that the basic principles and interests of both parties will remain unchanged,
adjustments may take place in some degree due to the uncertainties of a series of

complicated factors. In the long run, cooperation and competition will coexist

between the UK and EU in the Middle East.
Key Words: Middle East Policy; UK; EU; Brexit
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