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Russia’ s African Policy from the Perspective of Hedging

Qiang Xiaoyun

Abstract; In recent years, Russia has gradually paid more and more importance
to its diplomacy towards Africa. At present, Russia’s policy to Africa concentrates on
the “hedging —type policy”. Hedging the Western diplomatic containment and economic
sanctions against Russia, supplementing the insufficiency of Sino — Russian cooperation
and Russia and Asia — Pacific diplomacy have become a basic strategic goal of Russia’s
current African policy. Russia’s “hedging — type policy” towards Africa is an
all —round, multi —level, multi — mechanism, and focused policy. The status of the
permanent member of the UN Security Council, its strong military strength, and its
long — standing historical relationship with Africa are Russia’ s advantages in African
diplomacy. At the same time, the economic strength that cannot be compared with that
of the Soviet Union and the slow development of the domestic economy are also hindering
cooperation between Russia and Africa in various fields. The Russia — Africa Summit in
the Autumn of 2019 will promote the coordination and cooperation between Russia and
Africa in various fields, inject new vitality into the bilateral cooperation, and promote
Russia to formulate medium - and long — term plans for cooperation with Africa in
political, economic, humanities and military fields.

Key Words: Russia’s Policy toward Africa; Hedging —type Policy; “Russia —

Africa Summit” ; “Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Federation”
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