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China, Africa and the World Factory
Li Zhibiao

Abstract; No matter whether China has truly emerged as a world factory or
not, China cannot sustain this role anymore because of many domestic problems like
resources shortage, rising labor cost and overloading of environment carrying capaci-
ty. Therefore, it seems necessary for China to move its world factory role overseas if
it wants to realize the transformation of economic development mode, and Africa is
the ideal destination to replace China as a new world factory with its rich natural re-
sources. The new world factory strategy could be an effective way for Africa to radi-
cally transform its single ~ product economic structure and get out of poverty and
backwardness, and this sirategy needs overall planning at both continental and re-
gional level, through which Africa can turn its disadvantage of economic singleness
into advantage of specialization, thereby forming a complete industrial system. A wi-
der cooperation space will be opened between China and Africa once Africa initiates
the process of the new world factory building, which will also be helpful for China to
solve the various problems existed in China — Africa economic and trade relations

Key Words: Theory of Comparative Advantage; China — Africa Cooperation;
Industrial Transfer; World Factory; Made in Africa
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