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@ Michael E. Porter, The Competitive Advantage of Nations, New York: Free Press, 1990.
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Assessing Current Stage of Economic
Development in Africa

Hao Rui & Xu Man

Abstract; The Sino — Africa cooperation is based on the inherent economic
complementarities between China and Africa, which require a better understanding of
African countries’ stages of development, as well as their corresponding advanta-
ges, demands and barriers to development. We use three methods to evaluate current
stages of economic development in Africa, namely, process of industrialization,
competitiveness of nations and New Structural Economics. The results show that a
critical mass of African countries identified in initial stage of development, should
make structural transformation, industrial upgrading and economic diversification as
the only way to improve the stage of development in Africa.

Key words: African Economy; Stages of Economic Development; Industriali-

zation; Competitiveness of Countries; Economic Diversification
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