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Effect of the Chinese Language and Cultural Communication

in Africa’s Confucius Institutes

Yang Wei, Zhai Fengjie, Guo Hong & Su Juan

Abstract; Confucius Institutes in African countries are highly valued by the
means of their specific contributions to China’s national strategy as well as to
enhancing the language and cultural exchange between China and African
countries. This article demonstrates the achievement of the Confucius Institutes through
three dimensions; the increasing members of Chinese language learners, the changes
in education language policy in Kenya, and positive images and attitudes towards
Chinese language, Chinese people and Chinese culture. Meanwhile, Confucius
Institutes in African countries are also facing challenges: their quick expansion
requires more stable supply of education resources, and modern cultural industry
should provide more ideas and methods for cultural communication. Therefore, it is
necessary to strengthen the cultural communication in language teaching, to
emphasize more on quality rather than on quantity of teaching, as well as to promote
the innovation of modern cultural industry and transform the research orientations from
general frames to indigenization, which requires more research on the details of
African social structure and cultural backgrounds.

Key Words: Language and Culture Promotion; African Confucius Institutes;

Kenya; Language Attitudes
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