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Lebanese Political Ecology: A Perspective from Long — term

Absence of the Presidency

Xiao Ling

Abstract: Since the retirement of Michel Suleiman, President of Lebanon, in
May 2014, the Lebanese presidency has remained vacant for over 2 years by
now. The long — term absence of Lebanese presidency is a complex issue of special
political system in a special historical environment, which involves a series of deep
problems in Lebanon and abroad. Among others, there are the direct impact from
electoral politics, the influences of sectarian politics and party politics, and the
constraints of geopolitics. The system of decentralization is a major positive result in
Lebanese history of the political practice, so long — term absence of the Lebanese
president can not simply be attributed to the impacts of Lebanese political system or
cultural tradition, but is the complex result of multiple factors intertwined,
especially the current complicated and volatile political situation in the region.

Key Words: Electoral Politics; Lebanon; President Election; Sectarianism;

Party Politics; Geopolitics
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