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On the Relations between Cecil Rhodes and the Construction
of Political Pattern in Southern Africa

Wang Jinsheng

Abstract: Cecil Rhodes was one of the main planners and actors who carried
out the policy of colonial expansion in Southern Africa for the interests of England in
late 19th century. Objectively, his colonial activities had certain influence on the
formation of political pattern in Southern Africa. He believed that Britain could recon-
cile the British with the Boer and establish the Union of South Africa peacefully by
strengthening the economic relations and transport links with the Boer, and transfer-
ring some powers to the Boer in exchange for their support. Moreover, Rhodes and
his British South Africa Company still promoted the formation of Zimbabwe’ s and
Zambia’ s political and geographical domain, and introduced scientific and modern
administrative management system to the region. But all this can not cover the nature
of evil and destruction of colonialism, which is carved in the history of human civili-
zation.

Key Words: Colonialism; Cecil Rhodes; Southern Africa
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