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“The Strategic Balance” Problems in China’s
Aid to Africa

Zhang Haibing

Abstract; China’s aid to Africa is one of the most important parts of China -
Africa relations, which reflects the interest and responsibility level of bilateral rela-
tions. Under the background of international structure and major adjustment in the
trend of international development assistance, new challenges facing China include
the enhancement of strategic consideration, reinforcement of soft power building in
Africa, expansion of security content in aid policy. As regards the specific assistance
strategies, China’s aid to Africa is facing five strategic balance problems: the bal-
ance between dual identities; the balance between national interest and private in-
terest; the balance between no - intervention and the reality of positive engagement
in Africa internal affairs; the balance between enhancing transparency and keeping
ownership; the balance between bilateral and multilateral development coopera-
tion. For the future, China’ s aid sirategy to Africa should combine with China’ s
grand strategy on engaging global governance, timely adjust the aid system to fit in
the strategic need of aid policy to Africa, and focus on the promotion of China’s de-
velopment ideas and experiences.
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